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Independents. 


wegaH%z HE following Diſcourſe ſhall 
| CO VES; conſiſt of Four particulars, 
Se Tj Firſt, The lanfulneſs of Com- 
PSS = municating with our Churches by 
LAY the Confeſſions and Arguments & 
of the Congregational Divines. 

2, The ſame proved by demon$trating the Apo- 
ſtolical Churches more vitiated than Ours, 
from whom a Separation is made by the Inde- % . 
pendents; and yet a Separation from thoſe 
Primicive Churches, utterly diſcountenanced 


by the Apoſiles. 


SES 
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3. The ſame Propoſition proved by demonſlrating 
that we have not given them the like, or any 
juST Cauſe, as the Church of Rome gave them 

and us, Which 1s the firſt particular to be 
proved, 

Secondly, 1 ſball ſhew the finfulneſs of eefilee 
Alcar againſt Altar, of gathering Churches "out f 
Churches. 

Thirdly, That the Independents are averſe in 


, their Principles to Toleration as well as the Preſ- 


byterians, and ſo equally obliged not to abuſe the 
preſent gracious Indulgence. 

 Fourthly, I ſhall ſhew, that by His Majeſties 
Late Declaration the Church of England 3s ftill 
eſtabliſhed as the Baſis, and the bare ſuſpenſion of the 
penal Laws, doth indeed take off the Obligation, 
upon the account of wrath, that lay before upon Diſ- 
ſenters ; but does not cancel the Obligation of Con- 
ſcience, by which the Independents, and all In- 
dulped parties, are flill to avoid all Cauſkeſs and 
groundleſs Separations from this Beſt of Reformed 
Churches, 

Firſt, 
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Firſt.The Lanfulneſ of Communicating with our 
Churches, by the Arguments ond Conceſſions even 
of the Independents themſelves., Our Parochial 
Churches are owned to have the Effentials of 
trne.Churches by all ſober Congregational. men : 
(For there is; the pureWord of G O D Preached, 
the true Sacraments Adminiſtred, and an impli- 
cite Covenant between Paſtor and People in joyning 
together.) All that is pleaded is Corruption and 
Defect in the outward Exerciſe and Adminiſtra- 
tion of Church Order,and Diſcipline. Now that it 
is Lawful ( ſuppoſing,but not granting-this bar 
lies againſt the Church of England) to joyn with 
Churches fo defeflive and corrupt , is not only 
acknowledged, but fully proved by Reverend 
Mr.Norton, of the Congregational way in his An- 
ſwer to Apolſus(as Dr.Stilling fleet in his Irenicum 
quotes 1t tq the preſent purpoſe) which I defire, - 


the Brethren to conſider, - whom it chiefly con-, 


cerns, and to lay ſeriouſly to their hearts : and, 
without a reply to his Arguments, they cannot 
juſtifie their Separation from us, 


4 
T. A Believer may Lawfully joyn in Commu- - - 
nion with ſuch a Church, where he cannot enjoy 
all the Ordinancies of GOD, as in the Zewiſh 
Church, in our Saviour's time , which refuſed 
the Goſpel of Christ , and the Baptiſme of Fohy , 
and yet our Saviour commands us to hear the 
Scribes and Pharifees ( fitting in Mofes's Chair; 
which hearing implies Conjundionem Eccleſie E | 
daice, A joyning with the Jewiſh Church, - 
with Churches reje&ing an Article of Faith ; 
the Church of Corinth, the Dorine of the Re. 
furrefion; the Churches of Galatia rejeing the 
Dottrine of Fuſtification by Faith ; yet the Apo- 
file no where requires , on that account, a Sepa- 
ration from them, 

2. A Believer may Layfully ) joyn'in Commu- 
nion with ſuch a Church, in which ſome Corrup- 
tion is tolerated in the Worſthip.of GOD, 
without Reformation ; - as the Offering upon 
High places, from Solomon to Hezekiah, in the 
Chirch of Judah; the obſervation of Circum- 
cifion and the Law Ceremonial in the Churches of 
Galatia. | 
3. A 
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3. A Believer may Lawfully joyn himſelf 
in Communion with ſuch a Church , in which 
ſuch are admitted to Sacraments who give no e- 
vident figns of Grace, but ſeem to: be Lovers 
of the World; this he proves, becauſe it is every 
mans Duty to Examine himſelf, and anothers ſn 
hurts not me, and fo is no argument againſt 
my Duty. And befides, by mens coming un- 
worthily, Non polluitur Communio , licet minuitur 
Conſolatio, The Communion is not defiled, though 
tbe: comfort of it be diminiſhed : This he proves 
alſo from the Church of Corinth, amongſt whom 
were many ſcandalous that had not Repented, 
2.Cor.12.20,09c. and in the Church of the Jews, 
which, lay under great Corruptions when Chriſt 
and His Apoſiles communicated with ir. 

4. Although a Believer joyns with ſuch a 
Charch, he is not therefore bound with the Guilt, 
nor. defiled with the pollutions of others that 
Communicate, Iris his Duty:incumbent, and 
in doing his Duty, he contrafts no Guilt © 
Tugiet. | 
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5. A Believer which hath joyned himſelf 

to ſuch a Church is nor bound to withdraw and 
ſeperate under pain of Guilt if he does it not: 
for to be lawful to joyn, and wnlawful to conti- 
nue the Communion implies a contradi&ion ; 

for the firſt ſpeaks it to be a Church,and the ſecond 
to be no Church; and ſo it is not Lawful to ſe. 
perate from a Church: true, as to Effentials C and 
ſuch the Independents own in their Apolopetical 
Narration,our Parochial Churches) though guilty 
of Corruptions ; for the ground of Communicating 
is its being a Church; not a corrupt or ' defeflive 
Church. And that men are not guilty by par- 
taking with thoſe: that are guilty of Corruptions 
in a Church, appears from the Church of the 
Zzws in the caſe of Eh's Sons, and the Chriſtian 
Churches of Afia and Corimh ; where we read of 
many Corruptions by S. Paul reproved , but no 
Mandate to ſeparate, which had certainly by the 
Holy Ghoſt been given, and S. Pau} would not 
have omitted, had it been a fin co communicate 
while thoſe Corruptions were in the Churches of 
Afia and Corinth, Thus far their own Reverend: 
| Norton. 


Eo 3 


| Norton. Now 1 defire theſe Congregational Lea- 
ders, who gather Churches out of our Churches, 
co reply to this Learned Divine of their own 
perſwafion, or to confider what Anſwer is to be 
given to the ſearcher of all Hearts, for reſiſting 
that light of Conviftion that ſhines in upon their 
Conſciences, 
Again, not granting but ſuppoſing only: : 
that in this Church from which theſe ſeparate, 
Church-Diſcipline were negle&ed, Worſhip de- 
filed, Manners corrupted, or Tyranny exerciſed : 
ſuppoſe we grant all this , which we need not, 
this will not juſtifie a Separation from the Church 
of England. My reaſon is, becauſe there were 
greater Corruptions in Dofrine, Diſcipline,and Wor- 
ſhip ( and no Separations countenanced by the 
Apoſiles)in the firft Apoſtolical Chriſtian Churches, 
then in Ours, or any other Reformed Churches, 
from whom a Separation is made in theſe times. 
As for inſtance; co begin with Dofrine; In 
what Church of ours is the Reſurredion of the 
Dead denyed , an Article of that importance 


that all our Chriſtianity,in effe&,depends upon ir? 
| B Ir 
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It was denyed by many in the Church of Corinth. . 
In what Churches of ours is the: Doctrine of 7u- 
ſlification by the Law, or any DoArine (o. deſtru- 
Give of the Merit of Chris}, generally. main- 
rained, as in the Galatian Churehes ? Again, 
for Worſhip ; Do ours partake of the Lord's Table 
and the Zable of Devils, as among the Corinthi- 
ans? Are our Ecclefra$fical Aſſemblies fo con- 
fuſed, that whoſoever comes in muſt preſently 
take us for Mad ? Do-ours come to the Com- 
munion drunk, as at Corinth2 Then for Man. 
ners, and Life; We acknowledge our ſelves 
heynous Offendors ( which, 1 ſuppoſe, thoſe that 
call themſelves the Saints, and ſeparate from us 
Publicans ) do (untlels trantick) confels true of 
themſelves: Burt what then ? have. we worſe 
than Inceſt, Fornication, Covetouſneſs, Malice, Con- 
tentions unrepented of, as 1s the Church of Co- 
rinth? Or, biting and devouring one another, 
permitters of 1dolaters, boaſters of Gifts , as in 
the Church of Galatia? As touching neglef of 
Diſcipline ; Firſt in the Apofiles own company, 
the Miniſters that ſhould exerciſe Diſcipline, they 
all 


WW: ) 
all ſought there own , and none 1he things of 7:/%+ 
' Chriſt; and the oroffe ft Vices winked at anc! fo- 
mented , as we ſaw before in the Church of 
Corinth ; and ſhould have been fo ſtill, had not 
the Apoſile been Living , and exciting them to 
their Duty. 

Laſtly, concerning Tyranny ; Ye ſee what 
Oppreſſitn the falſe Apoſiles uſed , 2 Cor. 11. 20. 
Te faffer, ſaith the Apoſtle, if a man take of you, 
if a man bring you into bondage , if a man devour 
you, if a man exalt himſelf, &c. by which words 
he coucheth the Zyrany, though out of malice 
againſt the Apoſtle, willingly ſubmitted to, by 
the Church of Corinth : and we know that Dyo- 
trephes exerciſed his Government with ſuch /z- 
folency, that he caſt out whom he would, ad- 
mitted whom he would, oppoſed S. Zobn him- 
ſelf; yet no news of Separation. 

Now let theſe men conſider , that ſeparate 
from us, the Apoſtolical Church was a Virgin 

newly eſpouſed to Chrift , in the midſt of the 
Heathen, under the Rod of Perſecution, the great 
ApoFle then living, and yet witiated more then 
B 2 the 
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the Churches that theſe depart from ; and yet -- 
the then Separatiſts branded with the CharaQeers 
of Schiſme and Sedition by the Bleſſed Apoſtles. 
And here I defire the men of this way ſeriouſly 
to confider , that Separation being diſcounte- 
nanced, from Churches more witiated than ours, 
by the Holy Apoſiles ; how theſe men, owning 
our Parochial Churches true as to Eſſentials, can 
ever juſtifie their Separation from us? It would 
certainly be duly weighed by ſuch as defire to 
appear tender Conſciences , and ſo capable of a 
right in the preſent gracious Indulgence. That they 
do ſo acknowledge our Parochial Churches, their 
Apologetical Narration declares ſufficiently in 
theſe following words ; We have alwaies prefeſ! 
( ard that in theſe times, wherein the Churches of 
England were moſt , either aflually overſpread with 
defilements,or inthe greateſt danger thereof that we 
bath did, and would hold Communion with them, as 
true Churches of Chrif; and that our Parochial 
Churches were the very Body of Chriſt; which is in 
effect ro approve and forſakeat the ſame time,and 
gives occaſion, too great,of applying a Sentence 

in 
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in S, AuSinagainſt Parmenian (Lib, 1. cap. 8. 
' againſt theſe Difſenters: ) Et adverſum nos lo- 
quuntur , & nobiſcum loquuntur , & . cum eos 
obmuteſcere compellat weritas, filere non permit- 
tit iniquitas : They ſpeak againſl us, and they 
ſpeak for us; and when Truth confirains them fi- 
lence, their Iniquity will not let them bold their 
peace. 

There are three things that I would humbly 
| offer to all ſober men of the Congregational per- 

ſwaſion ; and I beſeech them to- conſider them 
ſeriouſly, as from one that equally wiſheth their 
C with his own, 
. That they would cautiouſly diftinguith | 
n—_ corruptions in Dovtrine , and corruptions 
in the practice of a Church. 

2, That they would Conſcientiouſly diſtin- 
guiſh between corruptions, whether in-Dofrine or 
Praftice, profeſt and avowed by a Church, and 
required as the abſolute conditions of Cormmu-- 
non from all its members; and corruptions only 
crept In and meerly tolerated-in a Church, and 
nO! may oy required as the conditions of 
EN 2. To 
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3. To diſtinguiſh carefully between . Nox 
communicating as to the abuſes of a Church, 
and a pofittve and total Separation from a 
"harch 2s it is a Church, Theſe three (the fecond 


teoctalir) duly weighed and contidered,wonld 


oor ily nuc a period to their Separation 
toon the | -burch 9 / England ; or tend at leaſt to 
rhe iY/ening of rhe Breach too {adly occaſioned, 

tor want of a die refle&ion upon the Premiſſes 
aforeſaid. 

Again, We of the Church of England have 
nor given them the like, or any juſt cauſe of 
Separating ,, as the Church of Rome gave them 
and 13: For where do we urge any Dottrines 
as Articles of Faith, which we offer not to 
a tryal by Scripture, and the Four firſt General . 
Councils, which all Chriſtians reverence ( and 
were Anciently honoured next to the Four 
Gefpels : ) and if the Church ſhould teach any 
other Propoſitions , ſhe proteſts againſt their 
being Articles of Faith and of Neceſſity to Sal. 
vation, 'zatl - for this reaſon impoſeth not Her 
XERIE, Articles, as Articles of Faith, but of 

Peace 
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Peace and Communion : nor does the Church of 
England cenſure other Churches for their dit- 
ferent ConfeJtons, bur allows them the liberty 
the. her ſelf takes, to eſtabliſh more or leſs con- 
ditions of Communion, as the Gov.rnours of the 
Church ſhall deem moſt expedient for Unity 
and Peace, She only requires of {ſuch as are 
admitted to. any Office or Employment. m the 
Church, to ſubſcribe to her Articles as certain 


Theological Verityes not repugnant ro GO D's. 


Word, particularly culled our and ſelefted to' 


be taught, and maintained within her Commu- 
nion., as highly conducive to the preſervation 
of Truth, and prevention of Schiſme, And for 
this reaſon She paſſes no other cenſure upon 
the Impugners of her Articles, then againſt the 
Impugners of Her Government , Liturgy, and 
Rites ; becauſe all intended by her for the ſame 
end, The avoiding of all Diſorders, and Confifions, 
Bur as for the abſolute Articles of the Church of 
England, they were not of Her own Inventing, 
but fuch as She found eſtabliſhed in the beſt 
Ages of the Church, neareſt the Primitive and 


| Apoſio- 
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ApoFtolical ſimplicity Here She fixeth the 
bounds of Her Faith, to prevent the danger 
of endleſs Adaitions, and Innovations. And 
becauſe in ſmaller matters ſomewhat may eſcape 
the greateſt caution and prudence, She hath 
reſerved 7uST power to her ſelf to reform what is 
really amiſs, and finds fo abuſed, that the uſe 
of them cannot ſtand with Piety and Holineſs; 
allowing the ſame Liberty to all her SiFer 
Churches , and all Church Governours within the 
ſphere of their reſpe&ive Juriſdictions. This 
is the true ſtate of the Reformation of this 
Church, as hath been apparently evidenced 
by her Regular Sons againſt all Oppoſers, 

Now let the Independents conſider , whether 
chis bs not ( though a brief ) yet- a True 
account of the Moderation and Prudence of this 
Church ; and then let them reflett at the ſame 
rime upon the ſecond eſpecially, of the Three 
aforeſaid Propoſitions: and upon the whole 
examine their Tender Conſciences, whether ir 
does not Juſtifie our Separation from: the Rg- 


maniſts, and at the ſame time prove them guilty 
by 
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by' departing: from'vs. '' We'both agree, that 
© where any Church is guilty of Cotruptions in Do- 
Arine and praflice/ which it owns and requires 
as abſolute conditions of Her: Communion , 
there to Separate is'no Schiſme-,- but Lanful and 
Corivenierit, Let them make the Church of Eng- 
land appear thus guilty they are acquitted ; If 
they caniiot prove it as they have not done as 

yer (and doubtleſs they have Zeal enough to fer 
hem forward , if *it could be demonſtrated) 
what ' hinders their: Return: to the Church of 
England, unleſs the'Conſcience , 'which they 
call Zender , be ſullen and obſtinate ? Not to 
prove any thing that juſlifies a Separation againſt 
the Church which they: forſake, and yet CON- 
tinue to keep up their Altars againſt" it, is not 
fo much allyed to tenderneſs of Conſcience, as to 
hardneſs of Heart, uncapable of being reclaimed 
by the greateſt and moſt Jamey condeſcenſſons 
in the World. 

- So much of the Firſt crcicalih The Law- 
folnſt of Communicating with our Parochial 
tans ,- from the Arguments and Conceſſions 
C of 
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of the Independents themſelves; ::from- the. Pri-: 
mittve- Apoſtolical Churches more ainiated than 
Ours.,. and yet all manner of Separation dif- 
countenanced by: the. Apoſtles , , and:, we 'nor 
having given. the Independents. any. juſt. cauſe. 
as the Church of Rome gave them and us. 
Thar is the firs} Propoſetion I engaged -to de- 
fend, The Lonfulnge f meg with our. 
Churches. .- 

Secondly, f am to ſhew the fiafuluſs and 
danger of erefling Altar againſt Altar, and. ga- 
thering Churches out of our Churches: The Sin is 
the ſin 'of Schiſme , ſeverely branded 'by An- 
cient Fathers and Orthodox Councils ( as 
well as in the Arofolical Writings) . a> the 
heighth of ' Pride and Wickedweſs, That the 
Independents are guilty of this Sin is clearly-de- 
dueible from what I have faid-already, ; ; From 
their own Arguments, and Cenceffions ; from 
the Inflances of the Apoſtolical and Primitive 
Churches, more vitiated than Ours , yet Sepa- 
ration Sſemnteencd by the Apoſtles 3 and.\by 
a compariſon between our withdrawing from 
Rome, 
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Rome. and their Separation from' us, - Theſe 
things already proved; ſpeaks them Cay/le/ly 
to Separate from us ; and that cau/leſs Separa- 
tion ſpeaks them Schiſmaticks.. They themſelves 
allow our Parochial Churches Zrue , as'to Eſ- 
ſentials; and, what if we ſuppoſe Fots and 
pollutions, as to the outward Adminiſtration of 
Order and Diſcipline; this, if we ſhould grant 
them, onely infers a lawful deſireand endeavour 
of Reformation, but it warrants .no Schiſmati- . 
cal Separation; tor no' Corruptions in a Church 
can give occafion, or allowance of . going out of 
ic, but ſuch as ſtrike at the. Foundation of 
Chriſtian Dofrine and Worſhip ; which, ſetting 
'Calumny and railing afide ' (which we are.nor 
obliged to take for Reaſon and Argument) they 
never yet attempted to prove againſt the 
Church of England, fo far they are inexcu- 
fable before GOD, and ſo far from appearing 
Men of tender Tonſciences tothe World, 

Where are thoſe Corruptions in Dofrine 'or 
Praflice, which the Church of England doth 


Impoſe upon her Members, as the abſolute Con- 
C2 ditions 
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ditions of Her Communion. Let. them lay 
alide Wrath and Darkneſs, and give us a preg- 
nant Demonſtration 3 or like Men of  Can- 
dour and Ingenuity plead Guilty, and Return. 
Let them in ſhort . prove theſe tmv., things : 
r, That our Epiſcopal Ordination and Furif- 
dition, Our mixt Communion , Our Rites of 
-Order impoſed,” not out of any Neceſſity , but 
Uniformity and: Peace, and ſome other things 
by them 1nveighed againſt, to be indeed Super- 
flitious, and {( as they call them). Amtichriſtian 
 Abominations. - When that difficult Task is o0- 
ver ( if it: can be-ever accompliſhed ) let 
them prove that we urge Diſputable things, or 
known Errours withſuch feverity; as the Church 
of- Rome does Purgatory » Indulpences; Super- 
erogation, and other notorious palbable Errours, ; 
for which, juſtly condemned by the Reformed 
Churches, The very. Cock of the Congregation 
is here nonpluſt ( the moſt daring of all their 
Undertakers ) unleſs you will take Miſe, 
and Clamour , and Gapittwor for Demorfira- 


Thirdh, 


21071, 
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 Thirdh,, The Independents are equalh Ene- 
. miesto Toleration with the Preſbyterians ; and 
from the ſame very Principles , and by confequence 
equally. obliged not to uſe ( however not to abuſe) 
the Gracious Indulgence, Nothing in Con- 
junftion with, or addition to, what is pre- 
ſcribed in the Word of GOD ( as to Worſpip, 
and ' Government ) 1s to be admitted or Tole- 
rated.” Upon this Principle the Independents in 
particular (as well as Non-conformiſis in gene- 
ral, for ſo their greateſt and moſt forward 
Champion tells us, They do, and will adhere to, 
and ſtand upon as to the Differences, between 
them and us, - The plain meaning of which, 
applyed tothe Church of England, is briefly | 
this , That the Independent way of Worſhip, 
and Government, is only preſcribed in the 
Word of GOD ; and Ours nor, but repugnant : 

And by this Principle they exchude as well their 
Brethren that lent them the Principle, as well as 
the Inferiour Sefarifls , and are at defiance with 
them, as well as the Church of England ; tor 
genre being only preſcribed in the Word 
by 
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by this Principle. If. they will adhere to it, 
no other way can be Indulged or admitted, 

With theſe Men ( as well as the Diſciplnarians) 
there is but One only true wayof Worſhip and 
Government preſcribed in the Word. Nothing, 
ſecondly, that is unlawful may be Tolerated by 
the Civil Magiſtrate; and, nothing is lawful 
but what is preſcribed in the Ford (and you 
may be confident , that is the Independent way 
of Worſhip and Government.) Theſe three 
things reſolved, whence ſhould 7oleration pro- 
ceed , or an Indulgence -be expected from the 
Independents to differing perſwafions , unleſs he 
playes fa? and looſe, and as he pleaſeth, owns 
and renounceth the Zus divinum of —_— 
in the fame Oracles, 

Every Sed ( the Jndoeadees eſpecially ) 
allows no Worſhip, but their own way eſta- 
bliſhed in the Word. This is not only pleaded 
againſt the Church of England, but every Fa- 
Aion bandyes againſt every Faflion for the Di- 
vine Right, The Presbyterian Diſcipline is the 
only Scepter of FN CHRIST for all 
Churches 
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ChurchesGovernment tothe End of the World : 
He can neither Indulge himlelf, nor accept 
an Indulgence where other Parties are not ex- 
cluded; The Independent allows only his own 
Way of Worſhip , and excludes all Diſenters 
from Worſhipping GOD aright; and from 
the beauty and purity of Goſpel Ordinances; which 
is a Principle Sir John Presbyter lent him z And 
how can an Indulgerice hence proceed ? 

By this Principle the Presbyterian firſt af- 
ſaulted the Church of England. By the ſame 
Principle the Congregational Heflor takes Sir 
Fohnito. task, and beats him out of the field : 
By the fame the Anabaprifl attempted the [n- 
dependent ; and all the under-Sef the Anabap- 
tifts: Ard fo if they had crumbled into a 
thouſand ſub-diviſlons , ſtill as every SeA gathers. 
firength enough , he perſecutes all  Oppoſers. 
And, How ſhould-the Indepentlent be more mer- 
ciful than the Presbyterian, or any other Sc... 
whoſe Enmity to Zoleration doth equally ariſe - 
fromthe ſame common Principle of the Divine 
Right,. only of their oyn way of Worſhip-and-+ 
Covern--. 


gf $. 
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Goreramcar, from which all the Sefts: are - 
cl uded , as well as the Church of Fggthond ? 
There is One only way of WorſbippinfG O D 
aright, and that way is the 30 way of 
Worſhip. Vhere' 4 Toleration. then ? It is 
exaluded. By what Law? By Divizie Right : 

And ſo Every plant that my Father hath not 
planted muF} be rooted out; ; and ſo only Independency 
1s to be*Folerated, urilef Kings and Princes who 
Rule for GOD, may Ind ulge men in'an Open 
Ziolation of the Ld of GOD? And if you 
look alittle backwards, ir may admit a Di. 
pute, Whether the Scepter of JESUS CHRIST 
were more an Iron Rod under the Kirk , or the 
tender hearted Tryers? It may indeed ſome. 
times cofifiſt with Carnal prudence ( ſuppoling 


> the Indlependents to have power In : their, hands ) 
"**toonnive at , and. Indulge; 


alp& che Lefſer Fad 
ons, the better to hoſd*ou8FElag of Defiance 
* againſt the Royaliſis, and the Presbyterians their 


-» moſt conſiderable Competitors, Or. they 


may ( as the Uſurpers tender-Confſcien'd Army 


_ oncedid) offer the taking away even the Penal 


Laws 


(25) 
Laws from the very Papiſts, to collogue with 
* Forraign Princes , and ſo haye the greater,ſecu- 
rity in their Villanoas Defigns againſt the 
King, and the Church ; but this is a State Tuggle 
for the advancement of 'the. Good Old Cauſe > 
But then as ſoon as the fear is over from a- 
broad, then - they ſpared nothing that Sacri. 
WP could devour, _ 

And now, Can any Man, that laake back 
upon Independent mercy and flue , believe 
that Men of ſuch Principles and praflices (who 
are now. pleaſed that Epiſcopacy is eſtabliſhed, 
and Penal Laws removed from: Papibhs., only 
becauſe Indulpged themſelves )' would Tolerate 
_ either Popery or Epiſcopacy if they had Power 
in their -harids , and not rather -Lord- it with 
the Infolence 'of Uſurpers *® Credat Fudgus 
Apella , non Ego. | 
So that as a late Treatiſe demonſtrates , - the 
Pregbyterian hath no cauſe of joy, becauſe ah 
are-Indulged as well as himſelf ; whereas his 
Doftors, Elders, and Deacons are the perpetual 
Scepter of CH RIST to'the end; of, the Ward: 
9 | D for 
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for a1ÞDhur hes Government; -and therefore, 
Down with theColdnrs of the Dragin "Wfoante 
the Standard of CHRIST,” 

The Independents | have no cal & wo WH 
cauſe the Church of | England; and the: Prechyte- 
rian Limb too; of: the Antichriftian Leviathan, 
are included, as well as the reſt 'of the Parties 
among us: His Way being only Jaid. down. in 
the WORD; /and'all others: Fepugnant 6. the 
Holy Scriptures.” Yet they. cake ithe- advantage, 
both out of a hatred to'a3bird Party, the: Church 
of Englinid ,) and the-nexc thing 1s ro; fightione 
with another for the Governments Ant theh the 
only Scepter of Chriſt is the Conguerours worſhip; 
the longeſt Sword is the Divine Ripht 3. the Pike 
and Ghn deefare thei Cauſe of 1G O.D';1.and m- 
fallible Artillery decides all'the Controverſies re- 
lating to the Goſpel Truth, And thus the-Preſ- 
byterian (who thought to-have ereffed: his Diſ- 
cipline wpon- the” ſad Eelipſe' off the Church of 
| England) was. powertully baffled and confuted, 
by ſuch Arguments as the Independent Man of 
War carryed: in his' Snaffack, . \ 
oo, | Do 
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\ Do:not the Independents, when moſt'cool and 
- da , look upon all other Churches and 
People , as all Revolters from the purity. and 
beauty of Goſpel-Qrdinances ,- introducers of 
Will-Worſbip and'Superſlition, inſkead of Diſciples . 
of the Lord FESUS; not allowing any Diſ- 
fenters the leaſt ſhare or degree of Wiſdom, or 
Goxlineſs ?'\And men of ſuch-Principles of #his 
forehead. and complexion,” muſt needs carry 
tender bowels to Men of differing Perſwafions. 
Certainly, unleſs where the-rules 'and maximes 
of carnal. Policy interpoſe: and plead for mercy 
to Diſſenters, their Clemency is the ſame with the 
Presbyterian., who firſt lent him the Principle, 
of not admitting any thing not expreſly delivered in 
the Sacred: Scriptures: by which Priaciple they 
are engaged in a War with one another, as well 
as againſt their common Arntagenists, So that 
the Zables dre-now turned, It is' not-the Que- 
ſtion, whether all Partyes may be Tolerated; but, 
whether Independents oye, for. there is but One 
true way:of Worſhip, and that is Theirs,- heirs 
6p hathahe Divintim-Fu5; and: Priviceenndy not 
D 2 indulge 
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Indulge Memin an oper violation of Scripture 
Precepts, and Direions, And ſo eyery Sed? 
is engaged to root out a/[the reſt, - as Enemies 
to the. Scepter of the Lord FESVS.. 
_ ..* Fourthly, 7he Execution of the Penal Laws 
being ſuſpended, by the late Dectaration in Fa- 
wour of Diſlenters, does only take off the Obliga- 
tion, upon the account. of Wrath, to Obedience ; but 
the Conſcience 3s ſlill obliged, to: avoid all caiſkſs 
and proundleſs Separations from our Churches. 
This will be manifeſt;enough ro any one thar 
ſeriouſly reads: the ; Declaration it. ſelf, and & 
late Treatiſe, Tokeration not to be Abuſed; which 
will extend as well co the Independents as the 
Presbyterians., whoſe - averfion to Toleration is 
built upon the ſame common: Principle, the 
Divine Right of their one onely way-of Worſhip. 
and Government, in the Sacred Oracles; and fo 
] refer them. to that,part of the:Difcourſe be- 
tore mentiohed , That they are obliged ( as 
before the. Declaratlpn ) to avoid all groundles 
Separations;-'For he. Church of England is, as 
betoras eſtabliſhed as the Boſs; and(ſo:the Ob- 


ligation 
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Tigarion of Conſcience {till Obligatory upon all 
the Indulped Parties to avoid Schiſmes , "and all 
cauſleſs departure from us. The Obligation Upon 
the account of Wrath is removed indeed'; but 
if they would -appear tender Conſciences 20 the 
World, the Fing's ſuſpenſion of the Puniſh- 
ment ſhould make them the more Obedient for 
Conſcience fake ; and a Gracious Indulgence ra- 
ther abate, than heighten their Oppoſition againſt 
| the Church of England, ſtill eſtabliſhed, 

I ſhall now conclude all, by defiring them 
to confider, ' what they chemſelves acknowledge 
in the Declaration of the Faith and Order of the 
Congregational Churches ,, in Chap. 26. Of the 
Church, &c, The pureſt Churches under Hea« 
zen are ſubjef both to Mixture and Error. And 
in their Inflituticn of Churches ; Perſons that are 
jojned in Church-feHowſhip , ought not lightly 
to withdraw themſelves from the Communion of the 
Church, to which they are ſo an To theſe two 
let them add the” Four partic! fars in this Dif- 
courſe mentioned : and upon the reſult of all 
conſider, Whether dnbitin and Pride, rather 
then, 
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then a Conſcientians tenderneſs keep not. up. their 
departure from; ang oppoſition to the Ghurch of 
England. - 1 am not as this Publican Come 
pot near me, for I am holier then thou, An over- 
vallging.of: our. own worth., and a Pharifaical 
_= of others, is the uſual riſe of Sehiſme ; 
for only by Pride cometh Contention ; ſo the beſt 
of FKings and Preachers, 

Thus the Valentinians looked on » themſelves 
as the only ſpiritual Men. The Phariſees the only 
Separati, ſeparate Perſons, ' The Sadducees, Fuſti, 
the only Righteous, The Novatians, Kagnzeq:, 
the only Puritans: And none Men of Fnowledge 
bur the Gnofticks, and the acute 7ertullian, when 
Montaniſt. All others were Pſyfici, and he was 
come to his Nos ſpirituales. And if ( out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh) ſpiritual 
Pride is the original of your Schiſme, For you 
only are GOD's Iſrael, his Ele and precious 
_ ones; You only have: Communion with GOD 

in pure Orin All the World faln ſhort of 
GOD's Truth, but your ſelves : And none is 
Onthodex out of the Pale of your: own Church, 
Not 
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Not only Pap fls, Prelatifis and Arminians , but 
even your dear Brethren, the Presbyterians, are 
Limbs of the Antichriſlian Leviathan. All re- 
 wolted from the Lord JESUS, and to be treated 
as members of the Whore, whom the Saints hate , 
and ſhall make deſolate and naked, eat her fleſh, 
and drink her bloud. This is the Canting Diale& 
of your Independent Leaders. | 

To Conclude. If it be not Ambition , but 
Conſcience ; Let it ſo appear by your Charity to 
Diſſenters, by a, ſerious and impartial Enquiry 
into the Grounds upon which you ſeparate 
from us, without prejudice or paſſion ; and donot 
ſo far Idolize a Se, or an Opinion, as to prefer 
it before the Peace and Settlement of a Church, 
and Nation, 


FINI? 


